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As we reflect on the Summer of 2024, it is evident that the Holy Spirit moved
powerfully in the hearts and minds of everyone who encountered Camp
Wesley Woods. The presence of God was unmistakable, leaving a lasting
impact on all who participated in our programs.

This summer, countless stories emerged of Jesus becoming real in new and
profound ways. Through meaningful interactions, personal growth, and a deep
revival of faith, lives were transformed. These experiences were not by
chance; they are a testament to God’s work through the ministry at Wesley
Woods.

Camp is truly a special place. It is where lifelong friendships are formed,
confidence is bolstered, and faith is nurtured. We are incredibly grateful for
the unique role Wesley Woods plays in the spiritual journeys of so many.

Our heartfelt thanks go out to each of you who have supported God’s
ministry here—whether through the generous donation of your time, talents,
or financial gifts. Your contributions have made these transformative
experiences possible.

Looking ahead, we are excited about the expansion of our year-round
ministries for youth, families, and adults. We anticipate that God will continue
to move in powerful ways, revealing Himself in ways we have yet to
experience.

In Christ’s Love,

Sean Gundersen
Wesley Woods Site Director
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WESLEY WOODS
Cawper Valn

Qur Larpers Say:
98% | hada lot of fun.
982% | enjoyed my Cabin Leader.
82.3% | tried something new.
90.3% |learned more about God and my faith.
87.9% |plan to attend camp again in the future.
90% I made a new friend.
96.3% | enjoyed my overall camp experience.
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“This was the kids first
time at camp! They both
enjoyed it and want to
come back!”
-Camper Parent

“/Camper] had never been

to camp and just loved it
and had so much fun. |
wish | would’ve signed
them up for more weeks.”
- Camper Parent
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Katie attended Wesley Woods as a camper for the first time
in 2023. Her life outside of camp had been difficult. She
recently entered foster care and was having trouble adjusting
to a new school and new home environment. When her foster
mom signed her up to come to Wesley Woods in 2023, Katie
was very hesitant to attend. She quickly formed a bond with a
few Junior Leaders and began to open up to them about her
life outside of camp.

While Katie was very hesitant to attend camp in 2023, she
knew Wesley Woods was exactly where she wanted and
needed to be during the summer of 2024. She signed up for
our Leaders in Training program and spent two weeks leading
songs and activities with younger campers. It was apparent to
all the staff at Wesley Woods how much she had grown from
last summer. Her positive attitude and energy were
contagious! Campers adored her and Summer Staff and
Junior Leaders felt refreshed by her love for camp.

At closing chapel on Thursday night, Katie talked with a few of
the Junior Leaders she bonded with during the summer of
2023. She thanked them for the love and kindness they had
shown her. She had been in a dark place, and camp pulled her
out of it. Without camp, Katie was unsure she would have
been able to keep going.

The love Katie felt at camp brought her back to Wesley
Woods this summer. She plans to return to Wesley Woods in
the coming summers as a Junior Leader and one day Summer
Staff in hopes of sharing God’s love with campers, just like it
was shown to her.
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Wesley Woods Opens Its Heart to Kids
from Perry and Greenfield

When tragedy strikes, kids feel it deeply. At Wesley Woods, we believe in the power
of camp to bring healing and hope, especially in tough times.

After the Perry school shooting and the devastating Greenfield tornado, we knew
we had to help. We offered full scholarships to every child in these communities,
inviting them to camp for a week of comfort, friendship, and a break from the heavy
burden they were carrying.

Thanks to our faithful donors and friends of the camp, we made it happen. And the
transformation we saw in these kids was incredible.

They arrived with heavy hearts but left with a renewed sense of joy and hope.
Whether it was laughing with new friends, finding peace in nature, or just being kids
again, their time at Wesley Woods helped them start healing.

We’re grateful to everyone who made this possible. Together, we gave these kids a
chance to find themselves again.
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My faith journey has been greatly influenced by
my time at Camp Wesley Woods. | grew up
coming to camp and in my teenage years |
volunteered the majority of my time during
each summer working at camp.

Camp helped me to discover what my own
beliefs were as well as helped me find answers
to questions | had about God.

The time | spent at camp had such an effect on
me that | now want to give the rest of my life

to working in youth ministry to help others
discover their faith.

David Hollingsworth
5th Year
Summer Leader
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Visiting Camp

Come Tour Wesley Woods: Discover Our Ministry and Its Needs

Are you curious about the life-changing ministry happening at Wesley Woods
Camp and Retreat Center? We invite you to visit us and experience firsthand
how God is at work in this beautiful corner of His creation.

A tour of Wesley Woods offers a unique opportunity to see the heart of our
ministry in action. From the laughter of children at summer camp to the deep
reflection of retreat participants, you'll witness how we strive to create a space
where people of all ages can grow in their faith and connect with God.

During your visit, you'l also learn about the various needs that help sustain this
vital ministry. From maintaining our beautiful grounds to providing scholarships
for campers in need, there are many ways you can support Wesley Woods.
Whether you're able to give your time, resources, or simply lift us up in prayer,
your involvement makes a significant impact.

We believe that when you see Wesley Woods in person, you'll be inspired by what
God is doing here and moved to join us in making a difference. Schedule your tour
today, and let us show you how together, we can continue to nurture faith, build
community, and transform lives.

To arrange your visit, please contact us at 515.961.4523 or send us an email to
info@wesleywoodsiowa.org. We look forward to welcoming you to Wesley
Woods! N
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Frievds of tnided Wiethodist Carping

Thank you to all who have supported the Mission of Wesley
Woods Camp + Retreat Center. Your generosity is making a
powerful impact, transforming lives through Christ!

Harlan & Debra Gillespie
United Women in Faith
Kurtus Ryan Miller

Art & Sherry Allen
Gladys Alvarez
Ames First UMC Children, Family,
and Intergenerational Ministries
Ankeny First UMC
Joanne & Eldon Appenzeller
Bishop Kennetha Bigham-Tsai
Arden & Margaret Borgen
Marleen Burgess
Scott & Beth Bergmeyer
Beth & Ron Carlson
Ryan & Kristi Christenson
Katie Dawson
Decorah First UMC
Des Moines Grace UMC
LelLoie Dutemple
Eldridge UMC
Ellston UMC
Sean & Chelsea Gundersen
Marlene & Delbert Halterman
Randy & Kathy Ingram

Tieside Trievds

Ray & Mary Ann Martin Trust
Linda Rullan
Elizabeth & Mark Slocum

Cawplire Cirde
lowa Falls First UMC
Jefferson First UMC
Amy & Jaye Johnson

Bryan & Katie Johnson
Roger & Lyn Koppen
Leon Loving Chapel UMC
Linn Grove UMC
John & Jan Lloyd
Twila Lochhead
Macksburg UMC
Macksburg UW Faith
Joni & Matt Mardensen
Joe & Judy Marnin
Janice & John Mechem
Monona UMC
Mount Pleasant First UMC
Susan Ney
Osceola UMC
Oskaloosa Central UMC
Perry First UW Faith
shing Zion UMC
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Holstein UMC
Scranton UMC
4 Anonymous Donors

Bill & Judy Poland
Julia Poulsen
Brett & Libby Roberts
Sarah Rohret
Ryan Russell
Ross & Missy Schumaker
Doug Shull
Debra Stowers
Jerrold Swinton
Bill Tomlinson
Urbandale Aldersgate UMC
Marvin & Lois Van Wyk
Susan Voss
Bob & Martha Ward
Dennis Woodruff
Bill Wright
13 Anonymous Donors
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Trievds of Unifed, WViethodist Camping

David & Julie Anderson
Glenys Anderson
Erik & Angie Askelsen
Helen Atkinson
Attica UMC
Audubon First UMC
Sandy Bahr
Robert & Kate Bladwin
Dick & Jo Bardole
Shannon Bardole- Foley
Sarah Barry
Maurita Bauer
LuAnne Becker
Marleen Bell
Joan Betsworth
Margaret Billingsley
Janet Birkinbine
Todd & Karey Bishop
Gordon Blacksmith
Steve & Wanda Bonnes
Booneville UW Faith
Brandynn Borden
Mark & Julie Brady
Dennis Britson
Christine Broadston
Stanley & Patricia Brown
Barb Burket
Bob & Christine Bukhart
Barb & John Burkart
Barb & John Cacciatore
Joy Carter
Ben & Karen Carter-Allen
Dan & Rebecca Carver

Casual Rags Embroidery & Apparel
Lynn Christensen
Jennifer Colorado
Helen Cook
Jonathan Cox
Lewis Cox
Eloise Cranke
Jim Cushing
Steve Daiker
Davenport Faith UMC
Nancy Delay
Des Moines Easton Place UMC
Doug & Marlene DeZeeuw
Sherri Doggett
Noel & Sandra Drewry
Deb Dunn
Mikaela Dunn
Blake Dunn
Diane Dunn
Louette Ebeling
Sue Edgington
Eldridge UW Faith
Fairview Ladies Aid
Finley Chapel UW Faith
Woody & Peggy Fogle
Gary & Merrie Fouche
Mike & Colleen Fowle
Amy Freeman
Elaine Friend
Rosalie Gedler
Mary Geiger
Becky Gibbs
Tracy & Matt Goesling
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Carmen Gomez
Mark Goodhue
Debrah Gordon
Steve & Natalie Grant
Grant UW Faith
Donavon & Beth Greiner
Nick Grove
Guttenberg UW Faith
Janet Hall
Charli Hanway
Don & Kim Hartley
Asic Helberg
Barb Helberg
Jacob Hicks
Dwight & Pat Hicks
Dorothy & Dave Higdon
Shane & Melody Hilsenbeck
Robert & Joan Hitzel
Keith & Susan Hjelle
Lowell & Joice Hoyle
Lindsay Huber
Humeston Christian UMC
Indianola First UMC
Crystal James
Delores Johnson
Ashley Johnston
Terri Jones
Kim Jordan
Denise & Dennis Juel
David & Megan Jurgens
Carrie Kelly
Karen Kerper
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Supporfers in Wiission

Gerry & Jane Ketterling
Dale Klocksiem
Jill Rossiter & Denny Lamport
Donna Lander
Nancy Lane
Kota Lang
Everett Laning
Mickie Larche
Brenda & Jim Lee
Greg & Rhonda Lofstedt
Karla Lozano
Ann Lueck
Hubert & Lori Maier
Malvern UMC
John Mayer
Max & Linda McCoy
Peggy Mcintyre
Jim & Nancy Merhar
T. Kairese Miles
Lora Appenzeller & John Miller
Merrie Miller
Daniel & Martha Miller
Warren Miller
Jim & Carol Miller
Celeste Miller Parish
Richard & Kathrine Miller-Todd
Mingo UMC
Lynn Moore
Anne Murr
Peggy Murrow
Teresa Neal

Jill Neas
Jerry & Barb Oakland
Brian Oliver
Joyce Orcutt
Oscar & Marla Orfield
Darleen Orr
Sandra Oswald
Debbie Overholser
Christine Pace
Rick & Laurel Peake
Pete & Sally Peterson
Loretta Pierson
Nancy Pinkerton
Tom & Helen Pollock
Charles Pope
Carol Poston
Betty & Jim Posz
St. Johns UMC - Radcliffe
Kyle & DeDe Rankin
Layne & Peg Rasmussen
Michael Reese
Roberta Robertson
Stanley & Marjorie Rock
Theresa Routh Chapman
Jessica Ruby
Keith Schmidt
Eryn Shriver
Earl & Kathy Sides
Darren & Marne Sievers
Don Sievers
Russ & Grace Sivadge

Lois Slade
Jerry & Beth Slagter
Clint & Deb Smalley
Ben & Nicole Smith
Greg & Laura Staples
Lola Sternquist
Sternquist Construction
Roger & Sharron Stoline
David & Betty Stout
De Streeter
Zella Studer
Chip & Lois Sugrue
Swaledale UMC
Mary Taeger
Bob & Dodie Tanner
Dave & Jana Tanner
Joanne Tedesco
Nancy Thayer
Bridgette & Steve Thelen
Norma Thierman
Peggy Tingley
Tingley UMC
Linda Trimble
TRM Disposal
Janet Tryon
Sally & Bo Van Dorin
Ken & Kathy Van Pelt
Dean & Janet Van Ryswyk
Don & Deloris Van Ryswyk
Stephanie Vinton-Pollock
Carla Waddingham
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Supporfers in Wiission

Andrew Wagner
Lee & Cathy Webb
Bryon Weesner
West Burlington UW Faith
West Union UMC
Heidi Westbrook
Lana White
Robert & Lou Ann Willis
Brooke & Joe Wilson
Staci Winborn
Nancy Winegardener
Cheryl Wion
Christine Wion
Lea Wood
Jody Woodruff
John & Anna Woolson
10 Anonymous Donors

*Inclusive as of 9/6/2024
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