
                               

                                           Wesley Woods 12th Annual Summer Kick-Off   

Saturday, June 1, 2019     1:00 pm — 7:00 pm  

Events begin at 1:00 PM Saturday. Bring the whole    
family to start the summer off with a bang!  Enjoy games 
and camp activities, including inflatables, canoeing,     
archery, high ropes, zip line/rock wall, swimming, a         
slip-n-slide, horse activities, wagon tours and more.  
There will be a BBQ dinner at 4:30 pm – 6 pm (free will 
donation).   The day will close with a worship service led 
by our 2019 Summer Staff.     

             Spring Clean Up Weekend — April 13, 2019        

Saturday 9:00 am  -   4:00 pm 

Come and join in the fun and fellowship of our spring “pickup, rake, 

spruce up, clean up” projects as we get ready for summer camp.   

Call us (515-961-4523)  to let us know when you are coming and 

how many so we will be ready with  projects and meal.   

                        Mark Your Calendar!! 

February 2019 

The Word From Wesley Woods 

               2nd Annual Night for the Woods Fundraiser 

                               Saturday, March 30, 2019 

Friends of Wesley Woods  will be hosting the Second Annual Night for the Woods          

Fundraiser on  Saturday,  March 30, 2019.  The dinner, silent and live auction will be 

held at Decades Event Center in West Des Moines. 

Those wanting to attend can register at https://bit.ly/2sdxKhM.   All are welcome to   attend.  Money 

raised will go directly toward supporting the ministries of Wesley Woods.  If you are unable to attend but 

would like to contribute an item for the silent auction you can email: friendsofwesleywoods@gmail.com 

or contact Megann Schultz (402-981-4987) or Tiffany Arnold (515-205-4650). 

                  Summer Camp 2019                            

Come join us for an Adventure of a Lifetime — Catalogs are out and 

registrations are coming in.  We’re interviewing for summer staff 

and are gearing up for summer.   Campers can register on line, by 

mail, or phone, 515-974-8946 for the camp of their choice and    

in-post campers can add an upgrade of an activity they would like 

to spend more time doing while at camp.   Outpost camps have all 

the things we have done in past years.  Check out the exciting new 

changes in the catalog and come join in the fun!   



Micah 6:8 (NIV) 

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  And what does the 

Lord require of you?  To act justly, love mercy and  walk hum-

bly with your God. 

When we seek to excel at something we practice.  We have to 

try, fail and try again.   Failure is part of growth, learning, and           

improving and it helps to have someone to guide you in the 

process.  We know this is true in sports and music.   It is the 

same with our faith. 

Studies show we retain only 5% of what we hear, but 75% of 

what we do and 90% of what we teach.  For over 60 years  

Wesley Woods has been providing immersive experiences of practicing Christian faith in ways that last 

because it translates to everyday life. 

Most Christians make commitments of faith and answer God’s calling as children and youth.  A great 

number of those commitments are made at camp: where campers start their faith journeys and also 

practice living out those commitments so their faith becomes a permanent part of who they are. 

The more we practice anything, the better we become at doing it.  In a world increasingly void of             

relationships and filled with distrust, talk is cheap.  We are in desperate need of people practiced at     

living out the love of Christ.  Wesley Woods provides a place where children, youth and adults practice 

Christian faith and servant leadership so the world might be transformed by their presence in it. 

Wesley Woods is an opportunity to reach into our communities and share God’s love with those we do 

not see in our pews.  Campers make new friends, try new things, explore faith and have fun.  We make a 

personal connection with God through conversation, worship and relationship.  I encourage you to share 

the camp experience with neighbors, friends and your community.  A summer camp experience at Wesley 

Woods can open doors in hearts and minds to experience the endless immensity of God’s love. 

“If you want to build a ship, don’t drum up people to collect wood and assign them tasks and work, but 

rather teach them to long for the endless immensity of the sea.”  -Antoine de Saint-Exupery 

 

 Grace & Peace, 

      Chip 

 

 

 

      

 

  PS: Both photos were taken in January 2019 
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“Tasty Tidbits” from the kitchen: 

“Be still, and know that I am God” Psalm 46:10. Today as the snow 

falls, camp is a peaceful, tranquil place. Being still doesn’t seem so 

hard.  But somewhere in the back of my head, I know that summer is 

coming.  The   hustle and bustle, the exciting energy, and exhaustion 

of summer camp will be here before we know it.   

It takes a lot of food to fuel the hundreds of hungry bodies who are 

here, witnessing the glory of God, and our savior Jesus Christ.  It also takes a team of dedicated individuals to   

prepare and serve this food.  We are looking for individuals who enjoy working with food, and have a passion for 

serving kids.  College age young adults, and up, are encouraged to apply.  It would also be wonderful to have     

individuals who work in school, or college, foodservice with summers off to join our team.  If this sounds exciting to 

any of you, please contact us.  If you know anyone who shares these passions and has summer availability, please 

tell them about Wesley Woods and this exciting opportunity. I thank you all for your continued support and loyalty 

as we strive to make camp “An Adventure of a Lifetime”. 

Stay safe and warm! 

Rick 

Tasty Tidbits   -  Rick 

Hello from the program desk, 

We’re hiring!  Applications are coming in, interviews are    

starting, we’re forming a new team for summer 2019.  

 

One of my favorite parts of this forming process is learning 

about both new and returning summer staff. A question they 

can always expect from me during an interview is “What gives 

you the most joy in your life right now?”.  My favorite answer 

so far has been “Phone calls with my mom.”  Everyone has a different piece of “happy”, and that’s one of 

the things that allows each new summer team to be so impactful.   Our different pieces of happy give us 

unique perspective into our camper’s lives, and different ways to connect with campers and each other.  

 

As winter marches on, find your joy and share it 

with those around you. “May the God of hope fill 

you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so 

that you may overflow with hope by the power of 

the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13 

 

 

             Gracie  

     Program Notes  -  Gracie  

Christmas Dinner 2018 
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This winter is keeping me busy, with lots of snow and below 

zero temps, keeping parking lots, roads, and sidewalks 

cleared and  checking to make sure buildings and my toes 

are keeping warm. Also keeping Chester out of trouble.  At 

least “Chester” is having some fun with all the snow. 

Remember, if your church/group would love to adopt a     

project for the betterment of the camp or Eagle Scouts who 

need projects, please come visit with Chip and I to help plan 

it.   We have a long list of projects (small and large) so        

volunteers and monetary gifts would be greatly appreciated.   

 

Volunteer Opportunities: 

 Replacing wooden posts/mending fences 

     Washing and Staining Cabins 

 Grounds Work  - Cleaning Fire Pits, and etc. 

 Benches for Sunset Chapel 

 Cutting up fire wood—splitting & stacking 

 Raking yard in prep for mowing 

 Pulling gravel back onto roadways (need rolling brush or rubber paddles) 

                            

Thanks to all our volunteers, you are very much appreciated!               

  

Looking forward to seeing you at Spring Clean Up — April 13th —  9:00 AM-4:00 PM 

Maintenance Memo’s — John 

Wheee !!! 

Caught in the act! 

        New Team Member on Maintenance Staff 

On January 9th, we welcomed Margaret (Peggy) McIntyre to our 

team.  She is helping with light maintenance and housekeeping.   

If you run into her on the grounds please stop and greet her.  She 

is a delight to work with and a great addition to our team. 

Peggy is a native Iowan and has lived also in California and       

Illinois. 

Peggy lost her husband three years ago after 36 years of          

marriage.  She is blessed to have 3 step-daughters and                

2 grandchildren. 

Peggy has been fortunate to have traveled to Spain, Africa and 35 

states in the United States.  She loves working with people. 
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Notes from the Barn 

 Join the Crew in the Barn!                                                                   

In the craziness of summer camp, Sunday morning church can often seem impossible.   

Well this Sunday was supposed to be one of those - quick - back pew – “slip out   

quickly” days to get back in time for staff meeting and the last minute details before 

campers arrive.   

From across the church foyer a grandmother waved me down.  It was nice to see her - we had not seen each other 

in quite a while and she always makes me smile.  But this morning she was serious.  "I have 

a granddaughter - she needs camp - how do I get her there?"  That was an abrupt statement 

and I sent a quick prayer -"ok Lord - what wisdom can I share?"   We talked for a while. The 

granddaughter was in High school, loved horses and was pretty "snarky" and rebellious lately.  

Well we have horse camps and I was sure Grandma could talk her into that - but God nudged 

me - "You also have an Junior Staff program" - "but Lord - I don't know this girl - is she        

leadership material - she sounds rough around the edges"  Have you ever Questioned God? – 

“OK, OK”… meanwhile Grandma is giving me some curious looks - I realize I have been quiet 

too long...."Well we also have a Junior Staff program - but it starts a week from today - if you 

can convince her, we will get her in".    

The next Sunday arrived and a new batch of campers was greeted by staff.   And there she was 

- fire red hair and all attitude.  She did have a shy smile.  She was pretty quiet all week - joined 

in at all the appropriate times - looked like she had fun.  The staff did a great job of introducing 

the crew to all the important parts of being a growing Christian youth leader at camp and back 

at home.  We had worship and devotions, learned camp skills they would need to teach and 

fun stuff - just for them.  She had some solid, basic, leadership skills around the horses and 

was interested in coming back to help a couple weeks of the summer – cool!   

A couple weeks later "grandma" spotted me between services again and with the determination only a grandma or 

parent can have she marched across the church.  I was a little worried to say the least.   No greeting, just "what 

did you do with my granddaughter?"   ….OH NO – was my thought …."why do you ask?"  was my exact response.  

"well the kid you sent home was not the same one we sent to camp"  - and she smiled – there was a visible sigh 

on my part - "really?...  is that a good thing" I asked.  Apparently it was a wonderful thing!  She has been respectful 

toward her parents and was even going to church without any arguments.   I sent a silent "thank you" Heavenward.    

Now I would love to tell you that she made a miraculous turn around and maintained that attitude long term - she 

is a teenager, after all – but, she is still in a youth group and not fighting the "church thing".  And she has become 

a shining star at camp, leading campers as a junior Staff on the Barn Crew.  Yes, a lot of it is the draw of the    

horses and working in the barn... but I have watched her in worship - and there is something there - I see her 

searching and I know she is asking God questions.  God can work through ponies, or canoes, or wilderness and 

time apart from our daily lives.  Faith develops over time, it is a growing relationship, 

enjoy the journey... 

And if you know a teen with leadership potential, who is a little rough around the edges 

(maybe you are or were that teen) – Send them to camp!  God Needs Them.                        

For information on the J-Staff application process please email Gracie –                                   

       Program@WesleyWoodsIowa.org   

For specific J-Staff-Barn Crew questions email Laura – Horses@WesleyWoodsIowa.org  

mailto:Program@WesleyWoodsIowa.org
mailto:Horses@WesleyWoodsIowa.org
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     Junior Staff Program Notes 

We’ve made a few changes to our Junior Staff program!  If you have any questions please give us a call!  

We’re excited to for the new opportunities for growth and service within our young leaders community! 

Junior Staff — Ages 16-17: Love Wesley woods and want to make a difference in the lives of campers?  

Join us in making 2019 the best summer it can be?   Apply to be in the kitchen, equestrian center, help 

with maintenance projects, lead games and crafts, or be a counselor in a cabin group.   We are currently 

accepting applications!  Please visit https://bit.ly/2TKhnFz to fill out the volunteer application! 

Leaders in Training  - Ages 14-15: A program designed for youth that are excited about leadership        

opportunities at camp.  Youth in the Leaders in Training program will spend two consecutive weeks at 

camp learning about different styles of leadership, working on service projects, participating in Bible 

studies and worship times, as well as enjoying other fun activities.  To register for these events please 

see a camp catalog or visit our website  -  wesleywoodsiowa.org. 


